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Sound mind in a ſound body i s faid to ben. 
ſtate of the higheſt human happineſs indi- 
vidually; ; when ew bleffing are 19 
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much eo ſoppore 


conſtitution ſtron Nang lene if. . nd is ul 

_ found, the ge erning p principle weak and feeble, the 
ſcels the injuries which enſue, the healch ang 
tution often become enfeebled and fickly, anc 

_ untimely death cloſes, the ſcene. This reaſoning 

holds good politicaly, times re 

in boches politiek, and 

in the conduct latel 

Great 

and firm, in 2 degree that drew admiration” 

_ the whole world; but, for want of a ſound mind, der 

_ diredting and governiog wers bein imprudent * 

and unwiſe, to fuch a debilitated and fickly” ſtate is 

this fine conſtitution reduced, that, Aa 4 

of regimen, 
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of the world are ſfingulatly attentive to his conduct, 


In order to determine with certainty on the ſound- 


_ neſs of his mind. It is the general Congreſs, as 
gl e colouring, and ſtamp 
e 


EOS 


cou 


arbitrary control of others, ſo eſſential to free agents, 


and equally the gift of our beneficent Creator to 


all his rational children, which. put fleets and armies 


America is a child of this parent, who long fince, 
with many ſevere pangs, ſtruggled into birth, and is 
now arrived to the ſtate of manhood, and thrown off 
the reſtraints of an unwiſe , parent, is become maſter 
of his own will, and, like a lovely youth, hath ſtep- 
ped upon the ſtage of action. State phyſicians pro- 
nounce his conſtitution ſtrong and ſound: the eyes 


is 


nſels of America. May 
they demonſtrate to the world, that theſe bleſſings, 
'.a found mind in a ſound body, are in America 


Ix was a claim of freedom unf tered from the 


into motion, covered earth and ſeas with rapine and 
| _ Carnage, diſturbed. the repoſe, of Europe, and ex- 
hauſted the treaſure of nations. Now is the time to 


demonſtrate to Europe, to the whole world, that 


America was in earneſt, and meant what ſhe; ſaid, 


ſoning, ſhe plead the cauſe; of human nature, and with 
ro 


when, With 7 eculiar energy, and unanſwerable rea- 


m the band of their Creator equally, free. Let 


not the world have. an e i to charge her 


jon to her ſolemn and 
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conduct with à contradi 


_ often, repeated declarations; or co ſay that her ſons 


ate not real friends to freedom; that they have been 


_ aftuated in this awful conteſt by no higher motive 
than ſelfiſhneſs and intereſt, like the wicked ſervant 
r his Lord had forgiven. his 
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debt, which he was utterly unable to pay, ſhewedt 


the moſt cruel ſeverity to à fellow ſervant for a rie. 
fling demand, and thereby brought on „„ 
puniſhment which his conduct juſtiy merited. 1e 
frulers of America beware ! Let it appear to futures _ 
ages, from the records of this day, that vou not f 
only profeſſed to be advocates for freedom, but 
really were inſpired by the love of mankind, an 
wiſhed to ſecure the invaluable bleſſing to all; that: 
as you diſdained to ſubmit ro the unlimited controk . 
of others, you bo eke the crying crime _ 
of holding your fellow men, as much entitled to 
freedom as yourſelves, the ſubjects of your undiſ- 
Pute will andipleaſure. e Fk - 
_*Howszvzs habit and cuſtom may have rendered _ 
familiar the degrading and ignominious diſtinctions, 
which are made between people with a black ſkim - 
and ourſelves, I am not aſhamed to declare myſelf 
an advocate for the rights of that highly injured _ 
and abuſed people; and, were 1 maſter of all the 
reſiſtleſs e e Tully and Demoſthenes, could 
not employ it better, than in vindicating theit rights 
as men, and forcing a bluſh on every .American/ _ 
| flaveholder, who has: complained of the treatment 
we have received from Britain; which is no more 
to be equalled, with ours to negroes; than a barley 
corn is to the globe we inhabit. Muſt not every | 
generous foreigner. feel a ſecret indignation riſe in 
his breaſt; when he hears the language of: Americans 
upon any of their own rights as freemen being ig 8 
the leaſt infringed, and reflects that theſe very people __ 
ea nai thouſands and tens of thouſands: of their 
innocent fellow men in the moſt debaſing and abje&: - 
Davery, deprived; of every right of freemen, except: -- _ 
light and air? How ſimilar to an atrocious pirate, 
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Tu firſt: ſettlers "of + A0 1 many 
theſe | colonies. emigrated: chanted; miles diftant, 
from Englarid, under the its inhabitants as inde- 
function of royal charters, - pendent of dae we are 
held all their lands under of them; il there, 
| the crown, and were pro- and] Frmnons any among 
| tected and defended by them, in order that we 
tze parent ſtate, "who ' may purchaſe the priſo- 
claimed and exerciſed a ners, and encourage the 
i control over their inter- ſtealing one another to 
nal police, and at length ſell them to us; we bring 
Ne to ee them th America, and 
upon them, ee ſta- conſider them and their 
tute, declared the colo - poſterity for ever, our 
nies to be under their ju - flaves, ſubſect to our ar- 
Rniſcliction, and that they bitrary will and pleaſure; 
bad, and ought to have, and if they imitate our 
ED, bind to make laws to example, and offet by 
= Hr them in he _—_ force to after their MC, 
: VVV. dy VERY _ . „ 48 traitors, { and 
j ¾ 4 gibbet ſtrikes ter- 
—S 0 tor on their ſurvivors, and 
„ rivets their: Chains more 
1 re 7 
1 5 8 Dos not — e | 
in their declaration, reaſoning apply equally | 
July 1775, ſay, dq Africans? Have we a 
« Ir it were poſſible for better right to enflave 
| men who exerciſe their them and their poſterity, 
reaſon to. believe that the than Great 'Britain had 
hap as 2 of our to dena Three- nee 
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hold an abſolute 
In, and an u 
er over others, mark · 


ed aut by infinite good 
neſs and wiſdom, as the 


objects of a legal domi 
MC rightly re- 
ſiſtible, however ſevere 


and oppreſſive; the inha- 
bitants of theſe colonies 


might at leaſt require 
egy arliament of 


Great Britain ſome evi- 


dence, that this Aras 


© Gon, dirincidles of 
anity, and the dictates 
of: common; ſenſe, muſt con- 
vince all thoſe who 1 


; upon the ſubject, char 80. 


vernment was inſtituted 


mankind, and ought to 


be adminiſtered for de 


attainment. of that end. 


AoA they ſay,. — 
4 By this perfidy (lose 


conduct in n) wives 
are ſeparated from their 
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of the human race to of luxury we could do 85 
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ſing their fel 
a manner W 15 Auen 


to promote the welfare of 


very well withour And 


a reverence for our 2 


Creator, principles of bu- 


mani ty, nor the difates. | | 5 
of common ſenſe, awaken 
thee to reflet?, how far 


thy government falls ſhort 
of impartially promoti 


the welfare of manki 
when its laws ſuffer, yea, I 
Juſtify men in murder 


ing, torturing, and abu- 
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vated is our conduct 
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Our 
hath graciouſly beſtowed 
upon us, the arms we 
have been compelled by 
our enemies to aſſume, 
we will in defiance of 

hazard, with un- 


- abated firmneſs and per- 


- ſeverance, employ for the 

preſervation of our liber- 
3 being with one mind 
reſolved to die 


rather than ling lee, "i ; 


„ Wx exhibit to man- 
| hs the remarkable ſpec- 
tale of a 


Na en or — the Nat 
on tender endear- 
2 of * life. But 
art and ought 

10 obey, ; e are nue, 
and ought to rule. 
a better reaſon be given 
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Howe's conduct is per- 
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And at the ſame time 
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civilization, and yet prof- 
fen no milder conditions 
than ſervtude or death.. 
45441 8: our on native 
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by the immutable laws of . 
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Tuts was che-voloy che language of the ſupreme 
council of America; in vindication-of their” Tights as 
men, 'againſt hn gr and unjuſt control: Tes, it 
was the voice of all America, through her 'repreſen= | 
tatives in ſolemn [Congreſs uttered. How clear, full: 
and concluſite! We hold theſe truths to be: elf 
evident, that all men are created equal, and endov el. 
y "their Oteator with the unalienable richts of H 

iberty; and the purſuit of happineſs.” „ By the 
— laws of nature all men are entitled to life 
and liberty.” We need not now turn over the libra- 
ries of Europe for authorities to prove, that'blicks 


are born equally free wirh whites; it is hes yet "and 


recorded as the ſenſe of America: Ceaſe then ye c 
taſk· maſters, ye petty "tyrants; ftom attempting 
vindicate your dag the ſame intereſt in 00 klo 
men as in Ne and let bluſhi and confuſion 
of face ſtrike every American, who het dien mat 
behold advertiſements offering cheir brerftren to 
on: a footing with brute beaſts, ee an, TIE 
Bur What ſhall I ſay? Forgive it; "Ok! eaven,” hut 
. ear, Oh earth] while we are . our 
parent ſtate with all the bitterneſs uf inve&ive, for 
eben e to abridge our freedom, und invade our 
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Oon rulers have appointed days for humiliation, 
and offering up of prayer to our common Father to 
deliver us from our oppreſſors, when ſighs and groans 
are piercing his wy ears from oppreſſions which we 
commit a thouſand fold more grievous: pouring forth 
blood and treaſure year after year in defence of our 


on rights; exerting the moſt aſſiduous attention and 


care to ſecure them by laws and ſanctions, while the 
poor Africans are continued in chains of ſlavery, as 
_ creatures unworthy of notice in theſe high concerns, 
and left ſubject to laws diſgraceful to humanity, and 
oppoſite to every precept of Chriſtianity. One of 
5 thele in effect gives fifteen pounds for the murder of 
a ſlave; that 1s, after a ſlave has abſconded a certain 
time, twenty pounds is given to any one who ſhall 
bring his head, and but five pounds if he is brought 
alive. Another, which impowers certain officers to 
ſeize negroes ſet free, and ſell them for the benefit of 
government: And, even during the preſent! 2 
Negroes, haye been ſeized with the eſtates of perſons 
who had gone over to the Britiſn, and ſold by pub- 
0 lick auction into perpetual ſlavery, and the proceeds 
caſt into the ſtock. for the defence of American liberty. 
Of the ſame complexion is an inſtance-in-New- Jerſey : 
A female Quaker, about ſeven years ſince, manu- 
mitted her negroes; the times having reduced her ſo, 
"as to be unable Fully to diſcharge a debt for which 
he was only ſurety; the creditor, a great declaimer in 
his principal money, obtains a judgment, levies on 


| theſe free negroes, who, by the alliſtance of ſome real 


friends ↄf freedom, procured a habeas corpus, and 
© removed their caſe before the E of the ſupreme 
_ court, How many ſuch mock patriots hath this day 
diſcovered, whoſe: flinty hearts are as pas - 
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the tender feelings of nne Top! ha dere en 
as the nether milſtone; can ſport with the richts of 
men; wallow and riot in the plunder, which their 
unhallowed hands have ſqueezed from others | But 
only touch tbeir immaculate intereſts,” and What an 
unceaſing outcry invades every ear. A love for my 
country, a regard for the honour of America, raiſes 
an ardent wiſh, that this Rome may. never be rented 
in her rulers. * EE t 33 
Ir may be objected that dee are many diftcaltice 
to be guarded againſt in ſettin e groes free, and 
that, were they all to be fre at Rav. op Ze hey: would 
be in a worſe condition than at preſent. I admit 
that there is ſome weight in theſe objections but 
are not theſe difficulties of our own creating? And 
muſt the innocent continue to ſuffer, © becauſe we 
have involved ourſelves: in difficulties? Let us do 
Juſtice as far as circumſtances will admit, give ſuch 
meaſure as we aſk, if we expect Heaven to favour 
us with the continuance of our hard earned liberty 
The work muſt be begun, or it can never be com- 
pleted. „It is begun, and many negroes äre {et 
free.” True, it is begun, but not in àa manner likely 
to Produce the deſired end, the entite abolition of 
ſlavery. This is the buſineſs of the) ſuperintending 
authority; the main ſpring which gives motion to 
the whole political machine; which, were they to 
undertake in good earneſt, I have no doubt but we 
ſhould ſoon ſee a period fixed, when our land ſhould 
no longer be polluted with ſlave-holders, nor give 
forth her increaſe to feed ſlaves: and indeed it hath 
been a matter of wonder to many, that that body, 
who have been ſo much employed in the ſtudy/and 
defence of the rigbis of humanity; ſnhould ſuffer; ſo 
ä Tlany years to — Ry any eftectual: movement 
in 
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ene Had FOE” wh che 1 
© Independence, recommended it to the different Le- 
giſlatures to provide:laws, declaring, that no perſon 
imported into, or born in America der! that date, 
. be held in ſlavery; it would have been a ſtep 
ſpondent with our own claims: __— time, 


y. impro- 
„ but bat the nature. of the. caſe; will juttify, 
Wt 4 to have it ill take place. 
To thew the neceſſity of hin matter: king ite 5 
WH rice at the 2 if wank thing effectual is done, I 


a advices were given forth, cautionihg their 
- ngainſt being concerned _— importing ſlaves, to uſe 
thoſe well whom: they were poſſeſſed of, ſchool their 
children, &c. bur. ern 2 the . foremoſt - of chat 
9 5 3 experienced the profits of their labour, 
3 val ſtop could be put to the practice, though + 
many . and ſet their n free, until 
the difficulties attending the late French and Indian 


3 war brought the rights of men into a more cloſe 
| Inſpection, when = rule was agreed-updn, paekobating 
their members from being concerned with importing, 
buying, or ſelling of flaves ; and ſome years after a 
further rule Was made, enjoining all chaſe who held 
faves to'fer them free, otherwiſe to be ſeparated from 
religious niemberſhip. — The work was then ſoon 
accompliſhed, pit jor phe now ſay chere are very feu 
members belonging to the eee enen e 
; ine Sauk a flave. . 
Wurz a grievance is general, it — 10 
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the arguments which they advance to convict othera, 


(9:3 


the ſupreme power, anda pervades the whole, that 
can take it up by the roots. The diſquiſmions and 
. the preſent day on the rights af men, 
: gh opened the _— queer og who: 1 
chat, in advocating. the rights of humanity, 

ſlaves are equally i with themſelyes, and that 


rebounds with redoubled force back on themſelves, 
ſo that few among us are now hardy enou 
ſlavery, and yet will not releaſe their flaves; 

hardened: finners, acknowledge their guilt, but diſ- 
cover no inclination to reform. It is true theſe con- 


victions have oceaſioned the releaſe of many ſlaves, 


and two or three ſtates to make ſome ſeeble efforts 


looking that way; but I fear, after the ſunſhine of 
| takes place, we have little more 30 expect, 


peace 
unleſs the ſovereign power is exerted. to finiſn this 
fins) and put an end to this crying tranſgreſſion. 


Lr me now addreſs that auguſt body, . 


by their brechren clothed with overeign power, to 
ſit at the helm, and give a direction to che impor- 
tant concerns of the American union. You, gen: 
tlemen, have, in behalf of America, dealar 


, and, by the anrr Jaws oi vate, ave 
6 | | | e We ei ect. ' mankind 
„ you: to demonſtrate your fab by your 


| works; the ſincerity of- your words by your actions, in 
giving the pomer, with which you are inveſted, its 


utmoſt exergy in promoting equal and impartial liberty 


to all whoſe lots are ca ſt within the reach of ite 


_ influence; then will you be revered: as the real 
friends of mankind, pars pt RA rao which 
| Purſue human tyrants, who ſhew no remorſe at ſa- 
a i e of 
9 : N 2 
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Europe, to the world, “ That all men are bord 
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their fellow- men to the increaſe and advancemetit 
of their own; are wholly regardleſs of others rights, 

A theirs are but ſafe and ſecure. We are encouraged 
in this expectation by the ſecond article of your 
non · importation agreement in behalf of: America, 
October 1774, viz. That we will neither import 
nor purchaſe any flave ihn r e after the firſt day 
of December next, after which time we will wholly 

diſcontinue the ſlave- trade, and will neither be con- 
cerned in it ourſelves, nor will we hire our veſſels, 
nor ſell our commodities. or manufactures to thoſe 
Who are concerned in it. And much would it have 
been for the honour of America, had it been added 
and confirmed by laws in each ſtat (nor will we 
ſuffer ſuch a ſtigma to remain on our land, as that 
it can produce ſlaves, therefore no child, born in any 
of the United States after this date, ſnall be held in 8 
flavery) . But the children of ſlaves are private pro- 
perty, and cannot be taken from their maſters with- 
out a compenſation. What! After ĩt hath ſo often been 
echoed from America, All men are born equally 
free. No man or body of men can have a legi- 
timate property in, or control over their ſellow- men, 
but by their own conſent expreſſed or implied.“ Shall 
we now diſown it, in order to hold our ſlaves? For- 
bid it all honeſt men; it is treaſon againſt the rights 
of humanity, againſt the principles upon which the 
American revolution ſtands, and by which the pre- 
ſent. conteſt can only be juſtified; to deny it, is to 
_ juſtify; Britain in her claims, and declare ourſelves 
rebels. Wherefore our rulers undoubtedly ought to 
give theſe: principles, theſe laws which themſelves 
E declared immutable, a due force and efficacy. 
This every well -wiſher to their country, either in a 
%% ““ e wenne. 
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expect. ut . e lat labs TORT n eridintalty vs . 
the poſſeſſio of our flaves: The fundamental lar 


of nature being the good of mankind, no human 


ſanctions can be good, or valid againſt it, but are t 


- themſelves void, and ought” to be reſiſted.“ Lots: 
| Therefore hone can have juſt cauſe of complaint 
ſhould ſo defirable an event take place, as that no 


perſon brought into, or born within any of the United 


States after WE enen of independence, ſhall t be 


held a Have. 8 Mg 
Wu I mr the ednfticucidita: of the pr Ig 


| Ps they afford a mournful idea of the partiality and 


ſelfiſhneſs of man; the extraordinary care, and wiſe- 


- 


precautions they manifeſt" to guard and ſecure' our 
on rights and privileges, without the leaſt notice 


of the injured Africans, or gleam of expectation 
afforded them, of being ſharers of the golden fruit- 


age, except in that of the Delaware ſtate, who, — 


their laſting honour, while they were hedging 


their own; provided againſt the invaſion of the 93 - 


of others. By the twenty-ſixth article of their con- 
ſtitution they reſolve, that “ No perſon hereaſter 


imported into this ſtate from Africa, ought to be 
held in ſlavery under any pretence whatever; and no 


negra, Indian or mulatto ſlave, ought to be brought 


into this ſtate for ſale from any part of the world.“ 
Had they went further, and made proviſion, 'by Which 


ſlavery muſt at length have terminated within their 
juriſdiction, it would have been doing ſomething 


to the "purpoſe ; and; as this is the only conſtitution 


. In which poſterity will ſee any regard paid to that 


abuſed" people, I hope the ſame humane confidera- 
tions which led them ſo far, will induce them to take 


WM lead | in ö their part toward putting: an e 
tua 
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— 
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tual end to this crying evil, Which will ever remain 
'a ſtain to the atinals of America. Wei 9 1 
- - Anp you who in the ſeveral ſtates are clothed 


with legiſlative authority, and have. now an oppor- 


tunity of diſplaying your wiſdom and virtue by your 
laws freed from every foreign control, although this 
people were below notice, and their rights and inte- 
reſt thought unworthy of a ſanction in your conſti · 
tutions; let me beſeech you, if you wiſh your coun- 
try to eſcape the reproach and laſting infamy of 
denying to others what fe hath ſo often, and in the 
moſt concluſive. language, declared were the: rights 
of all; if you wiſh to retain the name of Chriſtians, 
of friends to human nature, and of looking up ac- 
ceptably in prayer to the common Father of men, 
to deal with you in the ſame tenderneſs. and mercy 
as you deal with others; that you would even now _ 
regard the rigorous oppreſſions of his other children, 
and your brethren, which they ſuffer under laws, 
which you only can abrogate. View your negro laws 
calculated not to protect and defend them, but to 
* and heighten their calamitous ' lituation ! 
alt out and reje by the regulations formed for 


1 
C 
the defence and ſecurity of the rights and privileges, 
and to guard and improve the morals and virtue of 
the whites: Left open to the gratification. of every 
paſſion and criminal commerce with one another, as 
though they were brutes, and not men; fornication, 
adultery, and all the rights of marriage union among 
| blacks, conſidered beneath che notice of thoſe rules 


* 


Wien this was written, 1 had, by information, bees led to 
believe, that the late Pennſylvania ſlave law was very partial and 
. inalequate ; but have fince learned, that it is a judicious and well 
 eodfiracted lav, which provides for the entire abofition of flavery 
in chat ſtate. 12 55 1 d 


5 <Q a 7 
6 ! : 


| nature, or the regard of thoſe whoſe duty it is 

to enforce: them. Tes, bluſh Americans! Ye have 
laws, with ſevere. penalties annexed, againſt theſe 
crimes when committed between Whites; but, if 
_ committed by blacks, or by white men with black 
women, vith the aggravated circumſtances of force 
and violence, they paſs as ſubjects of mirth, not 
within the cognizance of law, or magiſtrates inquiry, 
and loſe the very name of crimes. | Hence children 
often become familiar with theſe ſcenes of corruption 


nud wickedneſs, before they are capable of diſtin- 


guiſhing between che duties of Chriſtianicy, and the 
of unreſtrained nature. No marvei then 
if ſome wins are often . by the viees of 


ſtead par he 2. the nurture and admo- 
iti Lord. are tos Often nurtured in pride, 
idleneſs, lewdneſs, and the indulgence of every na- 
"tural e lug that, were there no other induce- 
ment, is ſufficient to cauſe every real 
Chriſtian to Ty a . ainſt, and exert their utmoſt 
influence in, bringing this hydra miſchief to a pe- 
riod. But when we conſider the accumulated guilt, 
in other reſpects, abundantly ſet forth by other 
_ writers on this ſubje&, brought on this land through 
the introduction of this infernal traffick, at a time 
when we were denied the privile e of making laws 
to check the mighty evil; and that near ten years 
have now elapſed ſince this reſtraint hath been re- 
moved, and no effectual advance yet made towards 
looſing the bands of wickedneſs, and letting the op- 
preſſed go free, or even "of putting it in a train 
whereby it may at length come to an end; I ſay, it is 
a matter 
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